Neuron-specific enolase (NSE) as a neuroendocrine cell marker in the human fetal pancreas.
Using the PAP technique, we investigated the presence of neuron-specific enolase in the human fetal pancreas of 10, 12, and 14 weeks of gestational age. Neuron-specific enolase is present in the islet cells in the 10th week. Positive cells are situated mainly in duct epithelium. The number of cells with a positive reaction increases from the 12th to the 14th week. In the 14th week, they are clustered either near the ducts or between the acini. The numbers and localizations of the cells correspond to those obtained in previous studies with 4 basic islet cell types in the same material. The present results are a further proof that islet cells are biologically active during early fetal development.